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The Museum of Bedouin Culture calls on Artists, Designers and Architects to
Send Proposals for Works of Art, Design and Architecture (new and existing) to
be installed in an exhibition:

/ A Rescue Operation > For the Human race /
Unpretentious; healing

The exhibition is going to be displayed in the museum space, in nearby public
spaces and throughout the surrounding Lahav Forest. It will include works from the
fields of plastic art, social art and experimental architecture, dealing with research,
in conceptual examination and in proposals for projects able to be installed in an
enclosed space and in an open space (in addition the option exists of executing the
work together with local communities).

You are invited to submit proposals for works focusing on issues of environment and
ecology and on leveraging of these disciplines to put forward suggestions for
a practical solution, or a solution of a healing, holistic nature for contemporary
social and political issues, local and globalocal (glocal) and for examination of their
interrelationship.

Artists are invited that have an academic degree in art / architecture / design, from
an accredited academic institution, and who have exhibited at least one exhibition
in a gallery or in recognized art spaces.

Point of departure: The forest expanses of the Museum of Bedouin Culture,
Joe Alon Center.

The exhibition will open in the museum and its environs in
November/December 2022

Proposals are to be sent by email to: mivtza_hilutz@joealon.org.il
no later than 10.7.2022


mailto:mivtza_hilutz@joealon.org.il

/ A Rescue Operation > For the Human race /
Unpretentious; healing

This appeal proposes that the forest in general and the Lahav Forest in
particular, be viewed as an enabling space, ready to take a stand and take
action regarding local current events and universal events, the physical
remoteness of which does not negate the threat they pose, and perhaps even
gives us pause to consider the relation between them.

From the forest shall all good spring forth

Lahav Forest, one of Israel’s largest forests, was planted in where the northern Negev
converges with the Judean Lowlands. Planting began in the early 1950, continued for
several decades and covered a sizable geographical area as extensions were planted,
which connected with the original plantings. These extensions include some impressive
sites of antiquities, which have served various religions and tribes. Despite the fact that
these sites are distinct from one another in their cultural attribution, the forest outline
threads them into a string of sites that define its boundaries. However this string of
antiquities also defines the forest as home for heterogeneous proliferation of diverse
populations whose cultural distinctiveness has been marked and sealed as a primeval
commandment. The Museum of Bedouin Culture has resided in this forest for the
past forty years. Despite the lack of any tangible affinity between the forested space
enveloping the Museum and the objects on display in the museum - Bedouin material
culture originating from the desert (Sinai, Arabia) - the forest is worthy of historic credit
for serving as an inclusive, open site for diverse identities and cultures.

Between the Forest and the Desert

The desert, which is associated with the typical Middle Eastern landscape, was slightly
obscured from the land’s southern reaches when these thick forests were planted in it -
an act of human creation. Some claim that afforestation is intended to block erosion of
the sands, which tend to gravitate northwards toward fertile farmlands; others say thisis a
current real estate strategy which originated with the British afforestation ideology, which
sought to replicate the green, shaded, cool landscapes of Britain to serve economic ends
where the forest is fundamentally a resource. The active afforestation work continued to
take shape in the formative years of the State through the determination to make the
desert bloom. It also served to reinforce the Zionist-demographic claim that the land's
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barrenness, the absence of any plants within it, marks its being devoid of natives and
local inhabitants (as a corollary of the saying - “a peoplless land for a landless people”).
As opposed to the symbolism of this act of afforestation, the cactus plants and olive
trees were hailed as the deep-rooted symbols in the depths of the Palestinian culture
and as the connection between it and the land on which it has grown. Each people and
its seminal symbols. The practices of afforestation and planting can be interpreted in
many ways, primarily as a means for mobilization to mark the dominion over the land,
its designation and the ownership thereof. But is that very same raw, wooded, pure and
natural substance that has been enlisted to serve separation and division, now able
through its immanent properties, to make a covalent* bond between local communities
and become their home?

* One of the most powerful forces in nature, binding together atoms into a stable element molecule.

Home

Home is the object of yearning and memory for every man and woman whose home
has been lost (and also for those whose home stands solid). When life’s realities impose
its physical obliteration, whether due to the passage of time or through systematic
destruction as a symbol of culture (as iconoclasms), it remains imagined and clearly
drawn, even if merely a meager remnant is left of it; and all the more so when a tangible
remnant is left of it, an official archaeological remain. One way or the other, they testify
to the historic presence and human existence and, as a consequence, they testify to the
affinity to the physical location which once was a home. It may be an ancient well that
watered semi-nomads**, the building stones of which have over time tended to collapse
or a structure destroyed through brute artillery force. The memory of the home remains
unaltered.

The suffering, the transientness and the ambiguity pervading the vulnerable state of the
present-day refugees in Ukraine, undermine the homeless (yearning for a permanent
home) and the settled: those yearning to return close to deep-rooted historic migration
routes in the Negev, and those planted in the soil through a symbolic or sacred mission,
who are afraid of losing it. The two local communities, Bedouin and Jewish, share a history
of ancient desert nomadic life, which has bound their cultures in their recollections of
pathways as the places of miracles from which they ventured out and at which
they sojourned. These primeval sojourn sites do not necessarily overlap, but the desire
to imagine and draw within them a shared, self-evident permanent home is a shared,
self-evident desire of both communities.

**The semi-nomadic way of life involves brief, limited duration seasonal migration of nomads and their
herds. For example, in the summer when the land fades into yellow and dries out, the flocks have to be
transferred to green, more fertile regions until the next growing season in the original site.
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Here and Now, or Welcome to the Desert

The global Coronavirus pandemic, which here too was felt quite intensely, was supposed
to continue dictating the agenda for 2022. But the conversation in the West has been
diverted toward another demonic locus, toward the incessant following the brutal
bloodletting of the war in Ukraine. The utopian dreams of a mega-global world, a world
that learns from its past failings, has been wrecked by the all-too-familiar sights which
have come back to roost as if they were a contagious disease. The war and all its horrors,
the pandemic and all its casualties, are current global events whose proximity in time
reminds us of historic convergences of plagues and the way they were debated - and
wars. Plagues and pestilence are what drove global imperialistic processes in the form
of the colonialist conquests in Africa and Asia in the 19th century, and which led to
the formation of organizations, which morphed into global, transnational networks
like the Health and Medical Organizations, including the World Health Organization
itself. However these pragmatic associations, the purpose of which was to prevent the
spread of diseases and plagues, created a barrier between the West and the rest of
the world, a barrier which grew higher as forms of scientific discourse developed to
serve as the underpinning of ‘civilizing missions’as a means of dominating others and
for distinguishing between classes and races under the pretext of ‘scientific truth’ Such
maladies have their roots in Europe’s colonialist past but they continue to serve it, and
its western ally (the United States), the excuse for practicing cultural elitism, sometimes
actively (vaccinations for target populations which belong exclusively to them), and
sometimes passively by remaining silent in the face of the suffering of others. The
Coronavirus pandemic, like its predecessors, was a springboard for establishing present-
day alliances, intra- and extra-western. However agreements which strengthen some
countries naturally threaten others, and also those from the other side of the world (like
Russia and the likes), which also are afflicted with chronic ‘imperialism. And perhaps
imperialism”is this century’s pandemic, without derogating from the price of place of
the Coronavirus. For imperialism, the globalized world has yet to find a cure.

The problem is that the global village itself is already infected. It is not a neutral
system devoid of a position of its own, intended solely to shorten distances and
transfer information. It is also a pervasive presence of mega-corporations on the world
scene. Their means are ‘brands’; their marketing and distribution strategy is akin to the
implantation of norms and values associated with a dominant source-culture, which are
alien to the client community, which is under threat of destruction of its own culture.
Crony capitalism is a well-known scourge. It rears its head not only when big money
helps regimes in the home state, it is also present in the inculcation of values of regime-
nationality through the insertion of capital into the client countries. However, the safe
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place those multinational corporations occupy can now be undermined and replaced
with others, with new entrepreneurs, new names (some of which are close to the
regime). So not only does the sanction of closing down McDonald’s in Russia not pose
a threat, it actually serves those seeking to supplant that brand with a new marker of a
new national culture. Could we imagine Russian Pelmeni as a substitute to McDonald's?
The answer has nothing to do with taste preferences. It has everything to do with the
price the rest of the world is and will be required to pay. The war and its instigators are
rolling back globalization (of and for the West) in favor of another, one which is based
on clear national-economic foundations. They are also rolling back any boundary getting
in the way of installing that perceived (even if it is fictitious), on the way tearing away
helpless bystanders from their loved ones and their Ukrainian motherland, shaping them
as a new generation of refugees, stripped of their natural right to security and protection,
deprived of their private property. The war will eventually grind to a halt along some line
or other, but where the work of the trespassers ends, begins the despair of the homeless.
For their sake, this trespassing has to be condemned, as it violates that fundamental
human right to live in safety, free of threat and fear, anywhere on Earth.

And something more on trespassing, of the virtual kind

The pandemic, like the war, has taken its toll in human lives; it has also infected mankind
with symptoms of hysteria and fear of a chaotic unknown. As opposed to war, science
and technology came to the aid of those on the front lines of the fight against the
pandemic. They were the saviors of the moment, they provided mankind a measure
of optimism, a horizon. But the more technology fixes and improves the body (as in
the harnessing of technology in the service of medicine), it also threatens its existence,
sometimes in the form of a threat far removed from the body and as an extravagant,
destructive combat technology achieving dominance over mankind via the air, the sea
and on land. Decades after the World Wars have ended, it is swamping the body with
the help of personal devices and computers. and into this swamp we inexorably sink
deeper and deeper as technology seeks to mimic the body mimetically, in the form of a
replication of animate organisms. For example, through cloning, or artificial intelligence,
which aim to replace the living being with imagined, semi-human or animal-like avatars.
Thus Siri and Alexa are digital assistants with a borrowed feminine voice, enabling us to
imagine them as devoted, obsequious, tireless characters. Nano-spyware bearing names
of nature’s own creatures but not forfeiting their characteristics; thus the lowliness of the
humble worm, and the lofty heroism of winged horses (Pegasus) are all harnessed under
a patina of a metaphoric alias to commit the malicious bidding of men as a substitute for
them being committed by flesh-and-blood humans. Microscopic propagating viruses
and other contagious afflictions are named as such in order to convey the nature of their
inherent technological sophistication. However when these ultra-mimetic technologies
are adopted as a weapon by well-paying states, empires and mercenaries, and in the
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absence of a human (or political) immune system to prevent them from penetrating
our homes, the security and protection the home is supposed to provide dissipates.
And whether the protection against them be from the most advanced or most primitive
technologies, we all need this protection.

The Forest as a Rescue Site

Mankind is in need of rescue. In fact itis in need of an integrative-holistic (perhaps global)
initiative connecting between environmental issues and local and globalocal human
rights issues, an initiative with a practical aspect that is able to set off from here, from
the home. It seems that any suggestion to take a stand or to take action from within the
forest space is bound to be controversial. Just as the act of afforestation itself has been
over eons of history until this day - as the realization of a religious concept which has
been nationalized (redeeming the land) or as Zionist activism. On the other hand, can we
simply suspend our activities merely for fear of the anticipated controversy?

The Parable of the Trees (popularly known as Yotam'’s Parable) in the Book of Judges (9,
8-15) describes how the tree community approached the grapevine, the fig and the olive
asking them each in turn to rule over them. However the fruit-bearing trees rejected the
offer as they were loth to part with the vitality associated with them. This abstinence
on the part of the fruit trees led to the crowning of the bramble - a thorny, shadeless
bush which accepted their offer on condition that all trees rest in its shade, or else it will
send out fire to consume all trees including the cedars of Lebanon. As described in the
parable, inaction leads not merely to a void, it leads to destruction.

Moreover, the forest and its content are a parable of a place capable of reflecting truth and
dispelling myths related to it. In Amos Oz's book Suddenly in the Depth of the Forest, the
village folk regard it a dark place associated with a terrible insanity disease attributed to
one of the village people that had been banished into the forest. When their disparaging
attitude toward the sick man is exposed, the tables are turned. The disease becomes the
hallmark of the villagers, while the forest is discovered to be a place of sanity, a sanctuary.
As such, the forest is a neutral space able to embrace even the “improper”: a shelter from
limitations, restrictions, and judgment with which the individual is not always able to
cope. The forest will always be politically charged (just like other spaces in this war-weary
land), however it can be a refuge from political intrigue and divisive disputes. It can be
an ecological-holistic space, protecting the family of man the same way it protects man'’s
relatives; many animal species find refuge in the forest shade. In it they find food, cover
and a safe place to breed; a greenbelt capable of providing moisture and oxygen, helping
balance climate and improve the atmosphere; a lifegiving place at a time when the lives
of billions of people depend on its continued existence; as a place where the karma of
salvation and life flows like sap into every one of its cells.
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The forest is as it appears. And just as healing balms can be distilled from the forest's
physical corpus, so can we heal from those hidden hollows, where the elation of its
discovery is a metaphor for a force freeing mankind from the loss of control over its
fate and from its subordination to an ominous technological order***. At the same time,
this is a place that enables an ecology which binds mankind to its environment and
enables man to“be in the world”- to exist (Pimental), as an existence which enables man
and mankind to dwell within manifestation of their entire being; and with sustainable
behavior, which encapsulates a substance and mission which orient a person to bring to
pass in a manner free of domination and aggression. The term ‘being in the world’ was
interpreted by the theoretician Ponty as a reflection between body and world and and
in the attitude toward his being in a place. The bond with the world does not involve a
consciousness which observes the content of what is in the world (for example, what
is there in the forest that can benefit mankind?) but rather a consciousness of the very
fact of the body being mobile and open to its surroundings. In an experiential, direct
experience, we do not meet the world through avatars (semi-human, political or other),
but rather we perceive things as they are and in a manner closest to the fundamental
truth we seek and want to extract in days such as these.

**¥* The term is identified with Martin Heidegger, a famous 20th-century philosopher who claimed it was
possible to extricate oneself from the technological order if we identified in it a brute force subjugation,
which exploits the world and mankind as a resource. Freedom from enslavement in its early stages
involves exposing the situation and shining a light on the real and authentic. The forest clearing or hollow
(lichtung) is a parable of sorts of a place enabling the occurrence of exposure as the shining of a beam of
light within a dense forest, in which it exposes a sort of primeval, untouched soil, and a place which has
not yet been exposed to the full force of technology.

Author: Liat Yehuda

Editor: Naomi Hagger

Curator: Liat Yehuda
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